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COMMENTS ON EXAMINER'S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Applicant note the following instances where the Examiner's Reasons for Allowance do 
not match the claim language, and assert that the claims are allowable as currently pending. 

Independent claims 25, 59, 65, and 88 recite "an outer member having an opening at least 
partially bounded by a sharp cutting edge," and not "an outer member has an opening bounded 
by a sharp cutting edge," as characterized by the Examiner. 

Independent claim 59 recites "the helical knife being arranged relative to the cutting edge 
such that portions of the helical knife and the cutting edge align in a plane substantially 
perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the instrument to create the shearing therebetween," and 
not "where the helical knife edge is arranged relative to the cutting edge such that the edges align 
in a plane substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the instrument to create a shearing 
action therebetween," as characterized by the Examiner. 

Independent claim 65 does not recite "where the helical knife has a flat surface at a distal 
end of the helical knife," or "where the helical knife edge is arranged relative to the cutting edge 
such that the edges align in a plane substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the 
instrument to create a shearing action therebetween," as characterized by the Examiner. In 
addition, allowed independent claim 65 recites "the helical knife having an edge configured to 
slice into tissue," and not "the helical knife has an edge configured to slice into tough, fibrous 
tissue," as characterized by the Examiner. 

Independent claim 88 does not recite "the helical knife has an edge configured to slice 
into tough, fibrous tissue," as characterized by the Examiner. In addition, allowed independent 
claim 88 recites "the helical knife being arranged relative to the cutting edge such that portions 
of the helical knife and the cutting edge align in a plane substantially perpendicular to a 
longitudinal axis of the instrument to create the shearing therebetween," and not "where the 
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helical knife edge is arranged relative to the cutting edge such that the edges align in a plane 
substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the instrument to create a shearing action 
therebetween," as characterized by the Examiner. 

Independent claims 42 and 82 recite "an outer member having an opening at least 
partially bounded by a cutting edge," and not "an outer member has an opening bounded by a 
sharp cutting edge," as characterized by the Examiner. 

Independent claim 64 recites "an outer member having an opening at least partially 
bounded by a sharp cutting edge," and not "an outer member has an opening bounded by a sharp 
cutting edge," as characterized by the Examiner. 

Moreover, it is not conceded that the stated Reasons for Allowance are the only grounds 
for patentability of the allowed claims, that the claim limitations excluded from the Reasons for 
Allowance are taught or suggested by the art of record, or that all of the limitations are necessary 
for patentability of the allowed claims or other claims directed to the disclosed subject matter. 
Additionally, each allowed claim stands on its own. 
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